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	Potential Funding Sources for Community Owned Rural Shops



	The first point of contact should be your local Rural Community Council, County Council and District Council. These organisations are often best placed to advise you on local streams of funding that are currently available. There are many pots of funding designated to support community and social projects, including community owned shops. On a national scale there are many opportunities to secure grants from a cross-section of organisations. The information below can be used as a starting point for your research, but it is by no means an exhaustive list. Please remember to check eligibility before applying for a grant.

	Organisation
	Background
	Website/Contact 

	ACRE 
Rural Community Buildings Loan Fund 
	To provide loan funding to assist with the provision of a new building; extending, renovating and converting an existing building; upgrading a building and improving accessibility.
	http://www.acre.org.uk   



	Affinity Sutton Community Grants Programme
	The Affinity Sutton Community Grants Programme offers grants to charities and community organisations working for the benefit of people who live in the areas in which Affinity Sutton operates.  In particular, the organisation wants to support projects that primarily help residents living in properties owned by Affinity Sutton.
	http://www.affinitysutton.com    



	ASDA Foundation
	The ASDA Foundation assists charities, people and projects within the UK that require financial assistance. The Foundation can only support a limited number of requests that have the direct support and involvement from ASDA colleagues.
	http://your.asda.com/asda-foundation 

	Awards For All (England)
	Funding for projects in England which aim to help improve local communities and the lives of people most in need.
	http://www.awardsforall.org.uk 


	B&Q - One Planet Living Grants
	Schools, community groups and charitable organisations within the UK are eligible to apply for between £50 and £250 of B&Q materials to support a local community project.
	 http://www.diy.com/diy/jsp/corporate/content/environment_ethics/ethics/community/  

	B&Q - Waste Donation Scheme
	B&Q operates its Waste Donation Scheme through all of its stores within the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland. B&Q donates unsaleable products and waste materials for re-use such as slightly damaged tins of paint, off-cuts of timber, odd rolls of wallpaper and end-of-range materials. Donated products should benefit the local community and the environment.
	http://www.diy.com/wastedonation 


	Bernard Sunley Charitable Foundation
	The Foundation provides grant funding in support of a wide range of charitable projects that aim to improve the quality of life for the young, deprived, disadvantaged, disabled and elderly in the UK.
	office@sunleyfoundation.com 

	Organisation
	Background
	Website/Contact 

	Big Issue Invest 

Social Enterprise Loan Fund
	Big Issue Invest is a loan funding organisation that encourages business- like responses to social problems by strengthening community finance and social enterprises throughout the UK. Through its partnerships and technical expertise, it is in a position to act as a catalyst, broker, financier and offer technical assistance to the social enterprise arena.
	http://www.bigissueinvest.com/home.aspx 


	Big Lottery Fund
	There are many streams to the BLF grants. Look at the website to see if there is potential for your individual project.
	www.biglotteryfund.org.uk 

	Bridges Venture Funds
	Venture capital finance for the purchase of fixed assets and/or to provide working capital for both existing and new businesses located in the under-invested communities of the poorest parts of the UK.
	http://www.bridgesventures.com 

	C Charitable Trust
	The Trust awards grant funding to organisations in the UK in support of activities across the spectrum of the third sector.
	http://www.ccharitabletrust.org 


	Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation 
Ageing & Social Cohesion Programme
	Support for intergenerational pilot projects in the UK seeking to address a 21st century challenge across three themes: Environment; Migration and Intercultural Issues; and Isolation and Loneliness.  The Foundation is looking to fund projects that bring generations together. Charities and Community Interest Companies only
	http://www.gulbenkian.org.uk 


	Charity Bank
	Loans for community projects.
	www.charitybank.org 

	Community Chest
	Potential funding stream offered through local councils
	Your local council website.

	Community First
	Although this charity is relevant to the Wiltshire area, it is worth exploring there website for possible grant sources.
	www.communityfirst.org.uk 

	Community Foundation Network
	Grants for projects in all sectors of the local community. Each foundation has its own character appropriate to the location and grants may be made to a wide range of activities including: health; children and young people; arts and culture; the environment; services.
	http://www.communityfoundations.org.uk 


	Co-op - Community Fund
	Small grants are available to local voluntary community and self-help groups operating throughout the UK. Co-op members are responsible for allocating the funds.
	http://www.co-operative.coop/membership/local-communities/community-fund/  



	Co-operative & Community Finance
	Co-operative & Community Finance exclusively serve the co-operative and social enterprise sector and provides sympathetic loan finance to help people take control of their economic lives and create social benefit.  Over the last few years we have supported over 70 community owned village shops with loan finance to help start up and expansion. 


	www.co-opandcommunityfinance.coop/

	Co-operative Fund
	The Co-operative Fund provides grants for projects and initiatives within the UK that promote, support and develop co-operative solutions, co-operative enterprises and the co-operative advantage.
	http://www.co-operativemembership.coop/en/fund 


	Co-operative Loan Fund
	Promotion of the Co-operative Movement by the provision of loans to organisations for developing and supporting new or existing co-operative enterprises, promoting co-operative solutions and structures, within the UK.
	http://www.co-operativeloanfund.co.uk 


	Heart of England
	Covers Coventry and Warwickshire. An established grant scheme that supports ‘grass root’ community projects.
	www.heartofenglandcf.co.uk 

	Organisation
	Background
	Website/Contact 

	Homes and Communities Awards
	The Homes and Communities Awards aim to identify and celebrate the very best projects that have combined innovation and dedication to improving communities, making them more sustainable in England.  The Awards provide applicants with a platform to showcase their work, while helping others by sharing best practice and innovative ideas.
	http://www.hcaawards.co.uk 

	John Laing Charitable Trust
	The Trust supports charitable organisations in the UK working within the following fields: education; homelessness; disadvantaged young people; community regeneration; and the environment.
	http://www.laing.com/


	Key Fund Yorkshire
	The Key Fund Yorkshire provides assistance to support social enterprises and sustainable development in the Yorkshire region.  A range of support is available, including grants, loans, business support and advice to start-up and expanding community enterprises.
	http://www.thekeyfund.co.uk/  

	LankellyChase Foundation
	The Foundation supports charitable projects under Local People Local Places, but
	http://www.lankellychase.org.uk/programmes/5 

	Laura Ashley Foundation
	Support is provided for projects that fit with the family ethos of protecting rural communities and encouraging participation in the arts, particularly that of textiles, in England and Wales.
	http://www.lauraashleyfoundation.org.uk/  


	Lloyds TSB Foundations for England & Wales
	Grants are available to support underfunded charitable organisations in England and Wales that help disadvantaged people to play a fuller role in the community of their choice.
	http://www.lloydstsbfoundations.org.uk

	Local Food Grants
	Local Food is a £50 million programme that will distribute lottery grants to a variety of food-related projects to help make locally grown food accessible and affordable to local communities.
	http://www.localfoodgrants.org/grants 

	Making Local Food Work
	MLFW may be able to signpost you in the direction of potential grants to improve local food networks.
	http://www.makinglocalfoodwork.co.uk/ 

	Nationwide Foundation
	Has previously awarded grants to Village Community shops. The Foundation has a history of offering support to those most in need in the UK, with a focus on targeting social exclusion.
	www.nationwidefoundation.org.uk 

	People's Postcode Trust: Small Grants Programme
	The People’s Postcode Trust aims to make Scotland, England and Wales a better place for both people and nature and acts within the following six fields of operation: poverty prevention; advancement of health; community development;
	http://www.postcodetrust.org.uk   


	Plunkett Foundation - Village CORE Programme
	This programme supports the establishment of community-owned shops in rural communities in England. These shops should become viable and sustainable community enterprises. This may also include saving an existing shop by transfer to community ownership.

	http://www.plunkett.co.uk  

Or please contact Donna Smith on 01993 810730 or donna.smith@plunkett.co.uk 


	Organisation
	Background
	Website/Contact 

	Radical Routes Loans
	Finance and support for co-operative enterprises throughout the UK.
	http://www.rootstock.org.uk/radical-routes-loans.html 

	Reaching Communities (England)
	This demand-led programme encourages voluntary and community organisations to identify their own local ideas for funding.  It will support projects that improve the quality of life of communities across England, offering help where it is most needed.
	http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk   

	Rural Development Agencies
	DEFRA’s website will direct you to your local regional development agency. It is worthwhile exploring possible funding available for community initiatives in your area. 
	www.defra.gov.uk/rural/rdpe/rda.htm 

	Scottish Power
	The trust supports the development of small-scale, community-based, educational, renewable energy projects in the UK.
	www.energysavingtrust.org.uk 

	SITA Trust Enhancing Communities Programme
	Support is provided for community projects in qualifying areas of England, Scotland and Wales.  The types of projects supported include improvements to community amenities such as village halls, public parks and sports facilities, and improvements to historic buildings and structures. Projects must comply with the Landfill Communities Fund.
	http://www.sitatrust.org.uk 


	Skinners' Company - Lady Neville Charity
	The provision of grants to registered charities in the United Kingdom, offering a diverse range of activities and interests within one of the Charity's four areas of priority: Disability; Local Heritage, Local Community; and Performing Arts and Visual Arts.
	http://www.skinnershall.co.uk

	South East England Development Agency
	SEEDA is responsible for managing two national Business Grant schemes, which aim to increase the economic activity within the South East.
	www.seeda.co.uk 

	Sustainable Development Fund (England)
	To develop and test new ways of achieving a more sustainable way of living in the National Park Authority Areas, the Norfolk and Suffolk Broads, and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) in England.  Funding is given to projects that will enhance culture, wildlife and landscape, and promote understanding and enjoyment of an area's special qualities.
	http://www.nationalparks.gov.uk/livingin/sustainable-development.htm 


	The  Conservation Foundation
	Working alongside O2 to allocate cash awards to community projects each month. 
	www.conservationfoundation.co.uk www.itsyourcommunity.co.uk 

	The HBOS Foundation
	The HBOS Foundation operates as an independent company and works with charitable and not-for-profit organisations across the UK, supporting people and their local communities
	www.hbosfoundation.org 

	The Links Foundation
	Working Links is a unique organisation that delivers services to tackle social exclusion and poverty by helping disadvantaged individuals and communities. 
	www.linksfoundation.org/ 

	The Morgan Foundation
	Foundation which funds projects within North Wales, Merseyside, West Cheshire and Shropshire.
	www.morganfoundation.co.uk 

	Organisation
	Background
	Website/Contact 

	The Trusthouse Foundation
	The Trustees will consider applications from anywhere in the UK, especially those concerned with areas of deprivation. It is not necessary to be a registered charity in order to apply however applications will only be considered from not-for-profit organisations. The Trustees will also consider applications from community projects.
	www.trusthousecharitablefoundation.org.uk 

	Triodos Bank
	Triodos offers banking accounts, loans, investment opportunities and runs the Triodos Foundation, which offers grants and funding
	http://www.triodos.co.uk/uk 


	TSELF - The Social Enterprise Loan Fund
	To lend to unbankable yet economically viable community enterprises in areas of England and Wales suffering financial and social exclusion.
	http://www.tself.org.uk 


	Tudor Trust
	The Tudor Trust is an independent grant-making charitable trust which supports organisations working across the UK. They fund a wide range of people and organisations working to achieve lasting change in their communities.
	www.tudortrust.org.uk 

	UnLtd Advantage
	The scheme can provide social enterprises with advice and business support, as well as acting as a broker to help organisations secure investment funding.
	http://www.unltdadvantage.org.uk 


	Wakeham Trust
	Grants are available to registered charities, community and voluntary groups in the UK to help re-build communities through community participation
	http://www.wakehamtrust.org 


	Midcounties Co-operative Community Funding
	The Co-operative Community Funding scheme is provided and administered by the Midcounties Co-operative. Funding is intended to support local organisations and groups that provide a charitable, educational or community benefit to their local community.


	http://www.midcounties.coop/community/co-operative-community-funding 

	The New Look Foundation
	Financial assistance is available to schools, charities and community organisations in the UK for a range of charitable activities.
	http://www.newlookgroup.com/newlook/en/sustainability/foundation 

	Supporting Active Communities Grant Gloucestershire
	Grant funding is open to community and voluntary groups, parish and town councils and faith organisations in Gloucestershire who can demonstrate:

That Gloucestershire people will benefit from the service they wish to provide- where they are, who they are, how they will benefit
	http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/supportingactivecommunitiesgrant 

	Big Lottery Fund - Reaching

Communities: Community Buildings

Strand
	This fund is for projects that will replace or

improve buildings where a wide range of

community activities take place. Voluntary and community organisations

and town and parish councils can submit

outline proposals for capital grants of

between £100,000 and £500,000 towards

projects with a total value of up to

£750,000.An eligibility checker is available on the Big Lottery Fund website, where you can

enter the postcode of your project.
	http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk   

	Organisation
	Background
	Website/Contact 

	BIG Local Trust
	The Big Lottery Fund in England is investing up to £200 million in 100 – 150 urban and rural neighbourhoods that have been overlooked for funding. The funding is to set up an independent charitable Trust that will support local funding schemes in the targeted neighbourhoods. The first 50 areas that have been chosen for investment. The local funding schemes will enable people to make their communities better places to live in, now and in the future, by helping them develop the skills and confidence they need to identify priorities that matter to them and to take action to change things for the better.
The Trust will have up to ten years to allocate its endowment.
	http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_biglocaltrust?tab=1&regioncode=-uk&  

	Nat West Community Fund
	The NatWest Community Fund forms part of our commitment to support the communities we work in. It will provide support to hundreds of charities and projects so that they can continue to make a big difference in local communities across Britain. (Runs annually) check website for further details re: 2011
	https://communityfund.natwest.com/  

	Trusthouse Charitable Foundation
	Rural Issues: accepts applications from organisations which are addressing issues in rural areas. ‘Rural’ in this context means cities, towns, villages and areas with 10,000 or less inhabitants. For example, projects providing transport for the elderly, disabled or disadvantaged; contact networks for the young disabled; projects which encourage a sense of community such as community centres and village halls; employment training schemes especially those promoting local, traditional crafts; projects addressing issues such as drug/alcohol misuse or homelessness. 
	http://www.trusthousecharitablefoundation.org.uk/index.html 

	The Vail Foundation
	To maintain, support or contribute towards such one or more exclusively charitable purposes or charitable companies, institutions, associations, trusts or societies in the United Kingdom
	5, Fitzhardinge Street, London, W1H 6ED

	The Van Neste Foundation
	To apply the trust funds for one or more lawful charitable purposes as the Trustees or a majority of the Trustees shall from time to time or at any time decide
	15, Alexandra Road, Clifton, Bristol, BS8 2DD

	WREN
	WREN is a not-for-profit business that helps benefit the lives of people who live close to landfill sites by awarding grants for community, conservation and heritage projects.
	http://www.wren.org.uk/  

	Energy Savings Trust
	Green Communities offer help and support with a range of initiatives, anything from making their community building more energy efficient or bringing renewable energy to their community, to helping local people save money on their fuel bills. 

	http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/cafe/Green-Communities/Project-Support 

	If your shop offers a cross section of community services e.g. a crèche, Internet access, library - you may be able to source support from a wider variety of grants and you should look beyond purely retail associated grants.

	

	For further advice on fundraising visit http://www.fundingcentral.org.uk/ 

	

	It is always worth exploring potential grants through a different approach, for example: are you keen to stock local food products and develop closer links with local producers?
Or is one of your aims to implement green initiatives?
Try taking a ‘sideways’ approach to fund-raising and consider less conventional sources of funding for your community shop project.
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